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Of one thing
we can be fairly confident:
religion is likely to be the plane
on which this coming centripetal counter-movement

will first declare itself.

—Arnold J. Toynbee
Civilization on Trial (Excerpts)
Oxford University Press 1948

! I ‘he Pure Land Learning College
Association Inc. (PLLCA), under the

guidance of Venerable Master Chin Kung
AM, has supported many multicultural
and multi-faith activities over the past
fifteen years. Lasting peace and harmony
for all living beings is the hope that we
share with everyone who travels on the

same ship that we call planet Earth.

Australian pride lies in its diversity of faith
and culture. Queensland is home to people
coming from 200 countries and 100 faiths
and religions. In Queensland, Toowoomba
is a place of distinct characteristics, with
residents from eighty different ethnicities
and cultures. They each have their own
customs and religious beliefs, yet are
respectful of the customs and beliefs of
others. Toowoomba is able to express its
beauty in a multicultural setting just like
a magnificent flower garden in which
hundreds of different flowers blossom for

the visitors to behold.

This book is a collection of photos and
text, which documents our journey
of peace and harmony. It highlights
various community events and activities,
which are significant testimony that
religious and social harmony is possible
through cooperation and interaction. It
describes the collective efforts of many
good people who journey together in
Toowoomba with the hope of bringing
this vision into reality. Among them are
academics, religious leaders and adherents,
community organisations, students, and
individuals. Without their diligence and
commitment, this journey would not have

begun.

It is our hope that this book will serve as a
guide for those who wish to explore ways
of improving communications in their
communities towards the goal of building
bridges and social cohesion. In doing so,
more people will be able to create their

own community of peace and harmony.
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For additional information, please
contact the office of the Multi-Faith
Multicultural Centre. We would love to

hear from you. You can contact us via

our email mfmcc.pllc@gmail.com or
at +617 4659 8054. Our address is 57
West St, Toowoomba, Queensland 4350,

Australia.

enerable Master Chin Kung AM,

born in 1927, is an eminent monk
in the Pure Land school of Mahayana
Buddhism. He has studied Buddhism for
more than sixty years and has lectured
on it for over fifty years. He is advisor to
over 100 Amitabha Buddhist Societies
and Pure Land Learning Centers
worldwide. In 2001, he founded the Pure
Land Learning College Association Inc.
(PLLCA) in Toowoomba, Australia.

Venerable Master Chin Kung pioneered
propagating the Buddha’s teachings via
the Internet and satellite television. His
lectures have been published in books and
recorded on DVDs, CDs, and other media
for free distribution. He has sponsored the
printing and distribution of the Buddhist
Canon, Buddhist sutras, books, images,
and books on moral education. All these
are distributed free worldwide. To this day,
the Venerable Master still teaches tirelessly

on a daily basis. His lectures are broadcast

live to audiences around the world.

Born in Lujiang County, Anhui Province,
China, the Venerable Master studied
Buddhism and the classics under the guid-
ance of Professor Fang Dongmei, a great
philosopher of his time; Zhangjia Living
Buddha, a renowned monk of the Tibetan
Buddhist tradition; and Mr Li Bingnan, a
lay practitioner and master of Buddhism
and Confucianism. In 1959, Master Chin
Kung became a monk at Linji Temple
in Yuanshan, Taipei, and was given the
Dharma name Chin Kung, which means
“pure emptiness”. He has served as an
instructor at the Tripitaka Institute at
Shipu Temple, a professor of the School
of Philosophy at the Chinese Culture
University, and a president of the Chinese
Buddhist College.

For his achievements in building interfaith

harmony and fostering peace, Venerable
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Master Chin Kung has been awarded hon-
orary doctorate degrees and professorships
by the University of Queensland, Griffith
University, and the University of Southern
Queensland, in Australia; and the Syarif
Hidayatullah State Islamic University,
Indonesia. He is the Honorary Founding

Patron of the Australian Centre for Peace

and Conflict Studies at the University of
Queensland.

In 2005, Venerable Master Chin Kung
was awarded Member of the Order of
Australia in the General Division by
Queen Elizabeth II. He was recognized
for service to the Buddhist community

in Queensland, particularly in the propa-

gation of Buddhism and the fostering of
interfaith activities between diverse ethnic
groups, and to the community through
his support for educational and health

institutions.

In 2006, Venerable Master Chin Kung and
the PLLCA were invited by UNESCO
to co-organize the event “Celebrating the
2550th Birth Anniversary of the Buddha”
at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris. The
subject of the event was “Discover the
Buddhist Contribution to Humanity”,
to enable more people to learn from the
Buddha how to reconcile conflict and
promote social stability and world peace
through education. The goal was to prove
that through the moral teachings of sages
and saints, it is possible to teach people
to be good and to teach those of different

faiths to live together harmoniously.

In 2009, Venerable Master Chin Kung
was appointed an International Trustee
of Religions for Peace, an international
peace organization that is active on every
continent. Its mission is to create mul-
ti-religious partnerships to confront issues
such as stopping war, ending poverty, and

protecting the earth.

Since the late 1990s, Venerable Master

Profile of Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
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Chin Kung has both initiated and partic-
ipated in interfaith forums and summits
in many countries speaking on the
importance of education. He explains that
it is imperative that all religious teachers

sincerely “learn to be a teacher and act as

-
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a role model for all”. He encourages these
teachers to practice the teachings of the
sages and saints in their daily lives, delve
deeply into the teachings of their own
religions, and humbly learn from other

religions.

In December 2011, at the ten-year anni-
versary celebration of the PLLCA, many
faith and community leaders, including
the former mayor of Toowoomba, Cr
Peter Taylor, expressed their wish and
support to make Toowoomba a Model
City of Peace and Harmony for the whole
world. This action is a deeply meaningful

and insightful one. It is an endeavour of
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Keynote Address by
Venerable Master Chin
Kung on “The Doctrinal

Premises and Core
Teachings in Achieving
Peace & Harmony’ at the
forum ‘Building Bridges,

Sharing Humanity:

Everyone Matters on 10
October 2014

Keynote Address by
Venerable Master Chin
Kung on “The Road

Ahead from Ecumenism |

to Interfaith — A
Buddhist Perspective’at a
forum jointly organized
with Toowoomba

Churches Together on 12

March 2016 & :

the highest order. Subsequently, political leaders, including
the current Mayor, Cr Paul Antonio, have expressed their full

support for this vision of establishing Toowoomba as a Model

City of Peace and Harmony.

Currently, Venerable Master Chin Kung
is lecturing on the Infinite Life Sutra, with
the hope that the daily teachings can
transform the current mindsets of people
today and help foster world peace. His
message of loving-kindness and compas-
sion for all has been the central theme
of his teaching. Harbouring thoughts
of sincerity, respect, humility, harmony,
and dedication to help all beings to gain
long-lasting happiness and joy has been
his life.
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Profile of Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
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Confucius said,
“I transmit and
teach what I have
learnt from the
ancient masters,
and never create
anything of my
own. I believe in
and love to follow
the ancients.”
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In August 2002, Venerable Master Chin Kung was awarded  In 2003, Venerable Master Chin Kung was awarded

Honorary Professorship and Doctorate Degree from Grifith  Honorary Professorship and Honorary PhD by University
University. of Queensland and Griffith University in Australia.
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In September 2004, the Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic  In December 2003, the University of Queensland
University commended Venerable Master Chin Kung for his  conferred an honorary professorship on the Venerable
effort in establishing world peace and conferred an Honorary  Master Chin Kung, recognizing his remarkable

Doctorate Degree to him, a first for a non-Muslim. contributions to the Australian Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies.

Profile of Venerable Master Chin Kung AM

In April 2016, the University of Wales awarded Master  In July 2016, the Venerable Master Chin Kung was awarded
Chin Kung an honorary degree, Doctor of Letters  an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa)
honoris causa, for services and support to intercultural and by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, for his
interfaith activities.

achievement in the study of ancient Chinese culture.
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In July 2016, the University of Wales Trinity Saint David awarded the Venerable Master Chin Kung an honorary
professorship, in recognition of his outstanding international leadership and the promotion of interfaith studies in
turthering global understanding.
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'The Gods who are worshipped by differ-
ent religions are actually one entity, and
likewise, their teachings are essentially the
same; thus religions should treat each oth-
er equally and get along with one another
in harmony. This is the shared aspiration
of everyone who strives to establish a rap-
port among different religions. We cherish
the achievements of science, but at the
same time, faith is necessary because hu-
mans cannot afford to abandon ethics and
morality, which have already been elab-

orated in the teachings of every religious

canon. We need to excerpt 360 quotes of
essential teachings from these religious
canons into a booklet and practice them
throughout our life. Religions should act
as educators just as they did during their
founding times, different religions should
learn from each other and their followers
should be role models of morality in their
local community. This is essential for our
world to secure lasting peace and harmony,
to end all kinds of wars and the only ap-

proach to bring real happiness to everyone

globally. 9

-~Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
Excerpted from 2014 Lecture Series on the Exegesis of
The Infinite Life Sutra’, Episode 279

WORLD PEACE BEGINS
WITH RELIGIOUS HARMONY

Q. s everyone knows, religious beliefs

and faiths are powerful spiritual
forces. However, if such devotion of
faith and passion are misled and become
confrontational and incite conflicts, they
will bring disaster—even annihilation—
to humanity. Historically, religious wars
and conflicts all proved this point. On
the other hand, if these forces were to be
guided in a good way such that people
from different religions and faiths learn
from and understand one another, then
eventually religions could cooperate in
unity and friendship. This strong, concert-

ed force of faith will melt away all forces

of negativity and darkness, and resolve all
conflicts and confrontations. It will bring
peace, harmony, happiness, and stability to

humanity.

All religions are based on the teachings
of one true god whose wisdom is funda-
mentally "benevolence, compassion, and
universal love". From this perspective, all
religions can cooperate with one another

in unity.

* The Christian sacred texts say, "God
loves all people” and "Love one an-
other. Just as I have loved you, you also

must love one another."

13
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Islam teaches, “Allah, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.” and “There’s only one
guideline for being moral. It’s being

selfless, do good with universal love for

all.”

Zoroastrianism teaches, “ One should

love others as oneself. This is as the

faith of man should be.”

Sikhism teaches, “More than all else
do I treasure at heart is love, which
makes me live an eternal life in this

mundane world.”

Baha’ism teaches, “The purpose of the
one true God manifesting Himself to
our world is to summon all mankind
to uphold truthfulness, sincerity, filial
piety, and trustworthiness.”

Buddhism teaches in the Infinite Life
Sutra, “Revere the saints and respect
the decent [people]. Be benevolent,

. . . »
compassionate, and universally loving.

Jainism teaches, “The universe is not
for man alone, but it is a theatre of
evolution for all living beings. Live and

let live is its guiding principle.”

Judaism teaches, “Hatred stirreth up
strifes; But love covereth all transgres-

. »
s1i0ons.

«

* Hinduism teaches, “... None who
performs good (deeds) comes to an

evil end.”

* Taoism teaches, “Offer kindness to
others without seeking reward and

without regrets.”

THE FOUR CONDITIONS

In 2005, the former Prime Minister of
Malaysia, Dr Mahathir, asked Venerable
Master Chin Kung if our world would
ever be peaceful again? Venerable Master
Chin Kung’s reply was that if we can fulfill
four conditions, then it is possible for

peace to become a reality.

When Dr Mahathir asked what the four
conditions were, Venerable Master Chin
Kung said that first of all, all countries
need to treat one another equally and
get along harmoniously. Then, the same
applied to political parties, ethnic groups,
and religious groups. If these four
conditions could be met, and everyone
treated one another equally and got along
harmoniously, conflicts could be resolved

and peace would be realized.

Upon hearing those words, Dr Mahathir

was silent for a while but understood

World Peace Begins with Religious Harmony

Dr Mahathir, former Prime Minister of Malaysia, met up with Venerable Master Chin Kung for the first
time in Oct 2005, and asked about ways to resolve conflicts and disasters around the world. Venerable
Master said that uniting different religions will bring harmony among countries, political groups and races

—a point that Dr Mahathir strongly agreed.

immediately when Master Chin Kung
said that although these conditions were
truly difficult and complicated to fulfill,
if we started with religious harmony and

cooperation, then they could be achieved.

For many years, Venerable Master Chin
Kung has reported to various peace confer-
ences initiated by the UN and UNESCO
in different countries. He presented the

wisdom, methods, and experiences from

Chinese ancestors, saints, and sages in the
area of achieving good governance for a
nation. Many participants were pleased
to hear about these ancient teachings but
they expressed doubt about its practicality.
The only way to increase confidence for
everyone was to establish a place with a
peaceful experimental model in order to

prove the validity of the teachings.

15
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In order to achieve social stability and world peace,
there must be impartiality and harmonious living among nations,
among political factions, among ethnic groups, and among religions.
It is not easy to accomplish this. In fact, it is extremely difficult.
But when we begin by focusing on religious cooperation it will be easier.

If religions can come together and cooperate with one another,

then this is bound to influence nations, political factions, and ethnic groups.

In this way, world peace and harmony will be realized.

Chin Kung, at the age of eighty

For over a decade, I have attended international
peace conferences at UNESCO on how to end
conflict and promote peace and stability in society.
In the past, when I shared with fellow attend-
ees how we could use the methods and principles
of Chinese tradition to solve these conflicts, every-
one was extremely delighted, having never heard
such ideas discussed before. However, during the
lunch after the meeting, I was told more than
once that these principles and approaches were too
idealistic to be practiced in life! When I heard this,
I felt extremely surprised and thought why would
people think this way? Finally, I have realized that
the problem is that people tend to doubt the truth

told by ancient saints and sages. Indeed, losing

belief in truth and lacking trust in people are in

fact the most devastating crisis of our time. How
can we alleviate the crisis? Only by providing con-
crete examples. So in 2006, we set up a convincing
example in a small town of Tangchi in China by
carrying out a three-year education program. We
guided local residents to put the fundamental
Confucian teachings of “Guide to a Happy Life (Di
Zi Gui),” into practice. Every teacher served as a
role model for citizens to follow, and every citizen,
man or woman, young or old, was involved in the
intensive public education program. The program
was such a great success that it has proved the
efficacy of the traditional principles and methods

in solving modern social problems.

-~Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
Excerpted from 2014 Lecture Series on the Exegesis
of The Infinite Life Sutra’, Episode 111
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LUJIANG PROJECT OF HARMONY

Thus, in 2005 Venerable Master Chin
Kung went to the town of Lujiang
in Anhui Province, China, to perform a
demonstration. For three years, teachers
and students of the centre cultivated
themselves to serve as role models in
their moral conduct to all the villagers.
Traditional Chinese culture, using
Guidelines for Being a Good Person (Di Zi
Gui), was promoted as the basic teaching
material. These teachings promoted social
cohesion and taught about peace and har-
mony. It was beyond anyone’s expectation
that within a few months, great results
were realised. The divorce rate of the town

went down. The crime rate dropped. More

people talked about family unity and
engaged in neighbourly exchanges than
before. Even the streets were much cleaner
and people changed for the better. The
face of this 48,000 populated town was

almost brand new.

These results show us that the innate
nature of humanity is filled with purity
and goodness. People eagerly seek to have
a harmonious society and community.
But most people simply do not know the
means to achieve it. Once a way is found,
hope is within sight, and then most people
are willing to do their best to see it real-

ized.
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Lujiang Project of Harmony
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This exhibition at UNESCO in 2006 showed the success of the Lujiang’s project. It is modelled along the
Guidelines of Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui)




TOOWOOMBA: A MODEL CITY
OF PEACE AND HARMONY

ince its establishment in 2001 by
SVenerable Master Chin Kung, the
Pure Land Learning College Association
has hosted a Friendship Dinner every
Saturday followed by talks on cultural

faith traditions are able to communicate
in harmony and peace, while residents
are caring and kind to one another. The

community feels at home here just like

members of a big family.

diversity. Representatives from different

-
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Community Friendship Dinner hosted by Venerable Master in Toowoomba. In its sixteenth year, the
Friendship Dinner has been a platform where community members from diverse cultures and faiths share
stories and learn of their beliefs and cultures from each other over dinner. Subjects covered included morali-
ty, virtues, customs, traditions, beliefs, and practices




BUILDING A MODEL CITY OF
AND HARMONY IN TOOWOOMBA

In February 2009, Griffith University and
the PLLCA hosted the ‘One Humanity,
Many Faiths’ Interfaith Summit in
Brisbane City Hall. Over 400 people from
148 religious organizations from Australia
and Asian countries, and leaders from po-

litical and financial sectors attended. There

was much positive feedback resonating
with the theme of the event. These experi-
ences have shown us that all religions and
faith traditions in the world are members
of one big family. As one family, religious

harmony can be realized.

Interfaith Summit: ‘One Humanity, Many Faiths’held in Brisbane City Hall, February 2009

At a forum in December 2011, Venerable
Master Chin Kung met several faith
leaders and discussed the vision of making
Toowoomba a Model City of Peace
and Harmony. There was a spontaneous
response showing that this is a very noble
and inspiring vision, and that is when the
journey began.With the success of Lujiang
as a point of demonstration, community
members who were ready to help build
Toowoomba into a Model City of Peace
and Harmony had a clear direction and

point of reference.

. ¥ s 3
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Toowoomba has a very diverse mul-
ticultural and multifaith community.
Strengthening social cohesion and build-
ing bridges among its diverse communities
and stakeholders is going to be a long and

challenging journey.

Interfaith forum held at the University of Southern Queensland in December 2011

Toowoomba: A Model City of Peace and Harmony

By virtue of the strong support from faith
and community leaders in Toowoomba,
Australia, we are offering a plan of action
towards achieving the vision of establish-

ing Toowoomba as a Model City of Peace

and Harmony.




PLAN OF ACTION

n pursuit of this vision, the Multi-Faith
Multicultural Centre of the Pure Land
Learning College Association was estab-
lished. Muhammed Haniff Abdul Razak,
a senior faith worker from Singapore, was
employed to promote religious dialogue

and cohesion in Toowoomba.

Making Toowoomba a Model City of
Peace and Harmony will require leader-
ship and guidance from each religion to
realize peace and harmony. It also has to
include every segment of the community
to take ownership of this vision. As part of
the strategy to achieve peace and harmony,
it is important that each member of the
community becomes actively involved. The
need to understand, accept, and actively
support the vision of creating a communi-

ty of peace and harmony is important.

To achieve this goal and to help us chart
our journey, we are guided by a strategic
road map and yearly action plan developed
by the Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre.
The strategic road map covers the vision,
mission, strategic objectives, and core
programs. We placed great emphasis on
dialogues at all levels, religious education,
training, forums, workshops, community
integration activities, focus group discus-

sions, and exchange programs.

Strategic Road Map

VISION

To help facilitate Toowoomba as a Model City of Peace and

Harmony

@ MISSION @

To strengthen religious and social harmony through greater
appreciation of diversity in faiths and beliefs across
multicultural communities

&

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

To facilitate interfaith engagement and multicultural

programs targeted at leaders, organizations and the
communities

To facilitate and nurture the community towards greater
social trust

Dialogues of

Community
CORE Education Engagement

PROGRAMMES Forums Programs

Community
& Leaders
Network

Building
Bridges

Plan of Action

€)
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€6 'The Four All-Embracing Methods are the

principles of public relationships taught by
Buddha Shakyamuni:

The first method is to give unsparingly,
which means to present gifts and to invite
guests often. Then everyone around us will
be happy and they will be willing to treat

each other like brothers and sisters.

The second is to speak only kind words.

We praise others and our words demon-

strate our concern for others, our sincere
intention to support others rather than

cheating or sabotaging the deeds of others.

The third is to be beneficial to others.
Whatever we do should be supportive and

beneficial to others.

The fourth is comradeship and coopera-
tion, which means to share the same val-
ues. We should strive to achieve common

goals and to fulfill common aspirations.

--Venerable Master Chin Kung AM
Excerpted from 2014 Lecture Series on the Exegesis
of The Infinite Life Sutra’, Episode 102

THE FOUR ALL-EMBRACING METHODS

ow do we promote the idea of
building Toowoomba as a model
city of harmony? As a guiding principle,
the Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre
adopts the Four All-Embracing Methods
to develop core programs in achieving the

vision.

'The Four All-Embracing Methods are the
doctrinal premise at the heart of the mod-
el city. In short, the four methods are the
methods of interacting with the public.
They are:

* Practice of Giving — This refers to the
generosity demonstrated through the

giving of one’s time and effort.

¢ Kind Words — This refers to truthful
words that are caring and beneficial
to others, and that can help facilitate

communication.

* Beneficial Acts — This refers to the
way one does things that can benefit
others, which includes reaching out to

help them without hesitation.

*  Cooperation — This refers to actively
engaging in each other’s programs and
activities while learning from each
other. Cooperation can also help to
strengthen relationships and promote

greater trust.

Following the call to make Toowoomba
a Model City of Peace and Harmony,
the delegates from Toowoomba have
presented papers at UNESCO since 2013
on the progress of our journey. This is
working towards the hope of inviting the
ambassadors to Toowoomba to experience
the unity among the diverse religions,
faiths and ethnic groups living side by side

harmoniously.

29
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Toowoomba delegates led by the Mayor presenting the way to making Toowoomba a Model City of Peace
and Harmony in 24 May 2013

The Four All-Embracing Methods

Delegates from
Toowoomba pre-
sented at UNESCO
on 22 May 2014
on “Toowoomba,
'The Model City of
Peace and Harmony
—The journey so
r...". The panel
discussion was
facilitated by H.E.
Mr. George Mina,
the Australian
Ambassador to

UNESCO.

A group of delegates from Toowoomba
presenting on ‘Achieving Harmony through
Education’ at the forum ‘Interfaith &
Intercultural Dialogue — Fostering World
Peace through Cultural Education’ held on 28
May 2015 at UNESCO.
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International Peace Conference in September 2016

Group photo of the international speakers with Venerable Master Chin Kung at the UNESCO

Prayer for world peace by the faith representatives at the UNESCO International Peace Conference on 14
September 2016

Presentation by the Toowoomba delegates, chaired Gro

up Photo of the Australian delegates with

by H.E. George Mina, the Australia Ambassador to  Venerable Master Chin Kung and H.E. George
UNESCO Mina, the Australia Ambassador to UNESCO

The Four All-Embracing Methods
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The 360 Peace & Harmony Exhibition held at UNESCO in conjunction with the International Peace
Conference from 14 - 16 September 2016.
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Local News

TOOWOOMBA DELEGATES: Spreading the message of peace and harmony are (from left)
Andrew Wielandt, Mark Creedon, Franco Filipetto, Belinda Sanders, Kim Walmsley,

Meiling Chow, Muhammed Haniff and Jonathan Inkpin.

City closer to
peace model

Meghan Harris
I meghan.harris
@thechronicle.com.au

AFTER five years, Pure
Land Learning College is
closer than ever in its
journey towards turning
Toowoomba into a model
city of peace and harmony.

A group of nine
Toowoomba residents
recently returned from
Paris after spreading the
message of peace at the
UNESCO headquarters.

Head of the Multi-faith
and Multicultural Centre
Muhammed Haniff said the
goal was to bring the
UNESCO ambassadors to
our city.

“QOur vision is to
establish Toowoomba as a
city of peace and

harmony,” Mr Haniff said.

“We have been working
hard to show the
ambassadors that we are
building an inclusive
society. This year we were
able to present our case
with more substance than
we have been able to in the
past.

“We had a meeting with
the ambassadors and they
said they really want to
come to Toowoomba to see
how we are achieving
peace and harmony within
our community,” he said.

The group of
representatives had a
two-hour window to
promote our region at the
UNESCO forum.

Mr Haniff said it was the
composition of the team
that made it so strong this

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

year.

“Our team had many
different members from
around the community,
ranging from faith leaders,
community members to
education
representatives,” Mr Haniff
said.

“We got the message
across to the ambassadors
and it is very likely they
will come to Toowoomba
next year.

“We really have
something that excites
them and give them an
opportunity to see for
themselves.

“I always say if you want
something you have to act
on it and it has been a
work in progress but it is
all finally coming
together,” he said.

In the pursuit of our vision of helping to
establish Toowoomba as a model city of
peace and harmony, we endeavor to work
with every segment of the community;
but this is not always an easy journey.
Our journey has at times been strenuous,
unsettled, and occasionally complex
even occasionally ending in quarrels. We
are a community of many ethnicities
representing different cultures, customs,
traditions, and beliefs, all living together.
Such a diversity of people will most
certainly emphasize the many differences
as well as similarities. We are able to work
around the differences to strengthen social
cohesion and acknowledge the similarities

to promote religious and social harmony.

Toowoomba, one of the largest inland
cities in Australia, is noted for its spirit
of voluntarism and generosity in helping
others. This is our asset, for although the

citizens of Toowoomba are from diverse

backgrounds, they are respectful of the

customs and beliefs of others.

As part of our strategy to achieve peace
and harmony, it is important that each
member of the community become
actively involved. The need to understand,
accept, and actively support the vision of
creating a community of peace and har-
mony is important. Therefore, to achieve
this goal the community must be involved.
'The next section will identify and describe
various parts of the community and pro-
vide examples of activities that promote

social cohesion and greater social trust.
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For Heaven and Earth,
we vow to cultivate a universal love
for every thing and every being.
For all people,
we vow to dedicate our lives to benefit them all.
For the past saints and sages,
we vow to ceaselessly carry on their eternal teachings.
For the countless generations to come,

we vow to bring lasting peace and harmony.

Chin Kung, at the age of eighty-nine

Inspiration and encouragement from the leader-

ship is vital to the success of making the vision a ‘:f] ucat i 0

reality.
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The Queensland Police Commissioner, Mr. Ian Stewart, speaking at the Peace Education Forum (left) and
with Venerable Wu Shin and Bishop Robert McGuckin (right)

—

Mayor of Toowoomba, Cr Paul Antonio, addressing the community at the Australia Day celebrations at
Pure Land Learning College Association.
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Mayor Paul Antonio spoke at UNESCO and presented the Honorary Citizen of Toowoomba to
Venerable Master Chin Kung

Most Reverend Bishop Robert McGuckin, Catholic Bishop of Toowoomba addressing the forum in a
plenary titled “Inclusive and Integration — A Religious Perspective” and having lunch and dialogue with
Venerable Master

Lunch and dialogue with
Minister Dr. John McVeigh MP,

Trevor Watts MP,
and Mayor Paul Antonio



The Right Reverend Cameron Venables, Bishop for the Western region of Brisbane Diocese, giving a
keynote speech on “Towards Greater Interfaith and Intercommunity Engagement and Understanding’ at
the Peace Education Forum (left), and in a dialogue with Venerable Master

E N e

John Agnew, Chairperson of Uniting Church Presbytery of The Downs, in a dialogue with Venerable
Master Chin Kung

The following letters of support are from  embarked on trip to UNESCO to present
Toowoomba’s leaders. These were written ~ a paper on ‘Achieving Harmony through

before a delegation from Toowoomba Education’.

Cr Paul Antonio %%%%W

Toowsromaa Regeonal Councl « City Hall, 541 Ruthwen Street, Toowearmba
FOBax 3021, Toowoomba Qid 4350 707 9638 5433 F 07 26319170 MO429 954 109
E paulantanis@toowaombaRC qhdgovas W weneloowoombaRC gl gov.au

Toowoomba is a city rich in tradition, yet bold in ambition. Home to more than 160,000
residents, the lifestyle on offer has always been recognised as one of the city’s most
endearing features.

Gifting residents the very best of both city and country living, Toowoomba has traditionally
been known as the ‘Garden City’. The title, a reflection of the rich soil, temperate climate, and
strong community pride that exists in our community.

As a city, we are relatively young, in fact, just over 100 years old. Therefore by its very nature,
Toowoomba is a melting pot of remarkable cultural diversity. Hand in hand with that cultural
diversity there is of course, diversity in faith, beliefs, customs and practices.

Fortunately, there is also strong community will, and a special shared goal, to live peacefuily
and harmoniously with those from different cultures and creeds. Our residents know that
underneath that diversity is the one thing that binds us all, our humanity.

As leaders, my colleagues and | work hard to ensure every member of our community feels
welcomed and valued and indeed, that we learn from one and other. Anything we can do to
make our community more inclusive, more respectful, more accepting of other creeds, the
better our home will be. Therefore, | thank Pureland Learning College for their vision to see
Toowoomba recognised as a model city of peace and harmony.

We must do what we can to preserve and treasure the distinct features of this nation’s
diverse faiths and cultures, and indeed celebrate their presence in our local community. We
are keen to share our humble journey toward becoming a model city of peace and harmony
with other communities.

After all, ‘a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step’ Laozi.

b s AN

Paul Antonio — Mayor, Toowoomba Regional Council
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6 May 2015

| am delighted to be able to recognise and celebrate the cultural and religious harmony that

exists in our local Toowoomba community. While it has not been without its challenges,
Toowoomba continues to work at building a community based on peace and harmony
where strong friendships are forged from authenticity and honesty. The work of the Pure
Land Learning Centre actively promotes collaboration and cooperation in this spirit of

mutual respect and acceptance,

Pope Francis has stated that "Interreligious dialogue is a necessary condition for peace in
the world". | welcome the dialogue and friendship that characterises the relationship we
hawve in Toowoomba between the various faith traditions. In times of crisis, civic leaders,
church representatives and community members come together to be a witness to our

unity and a sign of solidarity with each other.

| am thankful for the respectful dialogue and friendship that exists in our community and for

all who work to build unity and harmony.

A sk

Most Reverend Robert M McGucekin, pn, Mo joL

Bishop of Toowoomba

Bishops Office, O Box 756, Toowoomba Qbd 4350
Tel:(+01 74652 4277 « Fax:(+60 Ty 4659 2251 « Email hishop@tebocatholic.ong.au

Zlnglican

14" June 2014

We live in a lime where escalating levels of conflict and viclence are
molivated by differences in religious befief, longuoge and cullure. Poverly.
prejudice and desperation have resulfed in terible violence such that many
millions are either intemally displaced, or have fled as refugees to
neighbouring counlries. However, when people committed to peace and
justice come together fram different parts of the global family | think there is
opportunity for mutual learming and growth.

As an Anglican Bishop | give thanks for the long-stending commilment to
peace and harmony from the leaders of faith communities, local
government, and businessas in the cullurally diverse city of Toowoomba in
Auslralia. | am particularly grateful for fhe ongoing work and commitment of
the Pure Lond Leaming College Associafion in Toowoomba o harmaony,
mutual respect and dialogue,

The proposal 1o bring respected scholars, peace maokers, and nalional
representalives together for an interfaith forum in Toowoomba in December
2014 s one of the exciting initiotives from Pure Land that will sfrengthen and
davelop a global network of people and communities commifted fo
peace. | fully support the proposal and look forward to welcoming the
delegales te Toowoomba - ‘The Garden City' - later this year.

Yours Sinceraly,

s b M

The Right Reverend Cameron Venables
Bishop for the Westem Region

Coniact Dotads: Thet Righl Revanend Camenn Venabies Postal Addross
Fhone. (0] 630 1875 Bishop for ihe Wastern Region PO Bax 2800
Mabde. 0812 TBS 455 Email: C¥anables@anglicanchurchsg. ofgau Tooanamta O 4350

Fax: (07} 4332 6802

Tha Comporation of tha Synod of tha Diocasa of Brsbana - ABN 32 025 287 736



IAN MACFARLANE MP

Federal Member for Groom

\ kel

Parliament of Australia
House of Representatives

4 May 2015
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The Pure Land Learning College Association Inc, located in Toowoomba, is
taking a delegation to the Paris Conference of UNESCO from 27 May to 29 May
2015.

During the time Pure Land has been in Toowoomba it has done much to
promote the city as a place of peace and harmony. It holds regular events at
its centre bringing together the members of many diverse groups within our
community. Events are also held for those less fortunate, promoting a
generosity of spirit among attendees.

The Centre has grown since its inception under the direction of Hanifff
Abdulrazak, who has many years of experience in activities of this nature.

‘The Toowoomba community has benefited greatly from the activities of the
Pure Land Learning College with an awareness of the promotion of peace and
harmony in addition to religious and social harmony in our diverse community.

Yours sincerely

o

lan Macfarlane MP
Member for Groom
Minister for Industry and Science

John McVeighwmp

MEMBER FOR TOOWOOMBA SOUTH

I have much pleasure in supporting the Pure Land Leaming College Association’s delegation to Paris
UNESCO 2015.

The Pure Land Learning College Association makes a significant contribution to this community and
I strongly support their vision for Toowoomba to become a model city of peace and harmony.

UNESCO have shown their considerable interest in this pursuit and it is the hope of the wider
Toowoomba community to host a delegation from UNESCO in our city in the near future,

The Goodwill Committee of Toowoomba formed in 2012 and Pure Land Learning College
Association are strongly supported by Toowoomba Regional Council; Toowoomba Chamber of
Commerce and Industry; Queensland Police Service; local State and Federal Members of Parliament
and leaders of faith communities (including our Anglican and Catholic Bishops).

| am delighted that there is diverse community representation travelling to Paris as part of an
upcoming delegation to UNESCO. The delegates encompasses multi-faith, Aboriginal, community

and business representatives.

It is very worthy of note, that members of this Delegation have been instrumental in pulling our
community together, following the recent firebombing of the Toowoomba Mosque.

This delegation is comprised of respected representatives from our community and | have much
pleasure in supporting their endeavours,

Yours sincerely

[ ( j
s
Dr John McWeigh MP

Shadow Minister for Science, Information Technology and Innovation
Member for Toowoomba South

566 Ruthwen Street, Toowoomba Qld 4350 « PO Box 3005, Toowoomba QLD 4350
P 4538 1180 F 4839 1045 E teowoomba south@pariament.gld.govay W www jochnmoveighmp.com £l JohnbcVeighhP



Trevor WATTS mpP

MEMBER FOR TOOWOOMBA NORTH

I am fortunate to be doing the work that | love. Representing the constituents
of the Toowoomba North electorate is a privilege and a humbling experience.
With this privilege and honour comes great responsibility. My vision for
Toowoomba is simple: | believe Toowoomba is a great place to live, work and
raise a family.

| celebrate our region’s cultural diversity, We have benefited greatly from the
contribution that diversity has made to our wellbeing and prosperity.

Toowoomba sits at a critical juncture in its economic development. | along with
several of my colleagues have spoken out strongly to ensure the State and
Federal governments remain focused on delivering the Toowoomba Second
Range Crossing. This vital infrastructure project will deliver real jobs, inject
money into our local economy and provide a stable environment for families
and businesses to grow.

Toowoomba is the only regional city to sit on top of a mountain. We are
fortunate to experience all four seasons of the year. Our town has beautiful
parks and gardens, glorious vistas and of course friendly residents.

We are living in a global economy, although peace and harmony is not a reality
all of the time, we do our best to continue to expand on our success towards
this goal. Through training and education programs, we create confidence and
stability. Jobs not just for some but for everybody.

Peace, harmony and goodwill along with a strong faith help me to deliver my
vision for Toowoomba.

.com.au A strong local voice for our region

Everyone, from the ruler to the common people,
must regard cultivation of oneself
as most essential. To establish a stable country
and a harmonious family,

education is foremost.

S5y
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esides providing economic sta- and also a social responsibility in helping
bility, the business segment has a  to strengthen social cohesion in the com-
responsibility to ensure integrity and munity.

accountability in conducting its business,

UNESCO

l\.t" '
I s

Andrew Wielandt, President of Toowoomba Chamber of Commerce, presenting on ‘Achieving Harmony
through Education from a Business Perspective’ at the forum ‘Interfaith & Intercultural Dialogue —

Fostering World Peace through Cultural Education’ held on 28 May 2015

Conflict Resolution Workshop with participants from Toowoomba Chamber of Commerce Future Leaders.

The media is a powerful resource that The purpose is to help promote a better
relays information to the wider com- understanding of the richness of our
munity. In Toowoomba, we work closely =~ multicultural and multi-faith society.

with two radio stations, broadcasting reli-

gious teachings to the wider community.
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A Matter of Faith Religion Series

by Belinda Sanders
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A Matter of Faith’on ABC Radio

‘A Matter of Faith’ on ABC Southern Queensland has been hosted by Belinda Sanders since April
2014. The faiths involved are Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, Baha’ism, Quakerism, and
Christadelphians. This program was also a finalist for the Premier’s Cultural Diversity Awards in 2014,
which recognizes the valuable contributions of Queenslanders who support the state’s cultural diversity and
help build an inclusive, harmonious community. Past series are available at https://soundcloud.com/abc-
southern-qld/sets/a-matter-of-faith-religion.



Like us on Facebook! Ei

loowoomba;'the'Darling'Downs & the |

LockyerValley'siLocal Community Radio

In addition, we also

maintained a cordial

relationship with both

our local television

media — WIN TV and
Channel 7.

Newslette

Sophie Tetzlaff, a reporter from Channel 7 news, interviewing Venerable
Master on his peace and harmony work in Toowoomba

H4_| e Croveice, Frigay, Sagemees 31 2000 - comm

Some examples of kL eene  wthehwsceos
Local MNews

positive stories fea-
tured by our local print

media in Toowoomba.
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Faiths unite to
resolve crisis
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community platform to share cultures, traditions, ethnicity, beliefs, and activities. This program is sponsored jRUresColrrtwtent  The oru fhes sy vl 0
by Pure Land Learning College Association. Listeners will also be able to listen to the program via live o= b | e RN e L
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streaming at http://www.102point7fm.com.au/

Past series are available to listen on our website www.interfaith-harmony.org.
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Local News

GOODWILL: Community leaders rallied at the Garden City Mosque for a Friendship Gathering (from left) USQ
vice-chancellor Jan Thomas, Venerable Wu Ping, Bishop Robert McGuckin and Imam Abdul Kader.

Compassion at core of all religions

Tara Miko
tara.miko@thechronicle.com.au

THE city’s religious leaders have
met at the first of three meetings
organised in the wake of the
Sydney siege on Monday to
educate and help dispel fears in
the community.

Imam Abdul Kader told the
100-strong crowd the deranged
actions of the lone gunman in no
way represented the Islamic faith,
and called for the Toowoomba
community to work together in
unity and peace.

He said the terrorist attack in
Pakistan overnight Tuesday which
left 141 dead at the hands of
Taliban terrorists also went
against the Islamic religion.

“There is no room for them in
these societies,” he said.

“Those people don’t represent
us.
“We need the support from the
broader community ... to stand
together in solidarity and send a
clear message they belong
nowhere in a peaceful society.”

Imam Kader was the sixth
speaker at the Friendship

Gathering at the Garden City
Mosque, following an address from
University of Southern Queensland
vice-chancellor Jan Thomas.
Professor Thomas said USQ
would continue its charter of
multiculturalism and education.
Pureland Learning’s Venerable
‘Wu Ping said at the core of every
religion was compassion, and the
tragic events of this week had
lacked that peaceful essence.
Bishop Robert McGuckin
condemned the actions of the
Sydney gunman and said his
Christmas wish was for peace.

Hands-on
workshop
for future
leaders

FOCUS ON PASSION, VISION
AND SERVICE

people could identify in most leaders, so that's
exactly what this year's Youth Leadership
Conference facilitators wil focus on.
Future Leaders Toowoomba and Pure
Land Learning College Association have
teamed up to put on a full day of
workshops to have students thinking
about what it takes to be a good
leader and leamning the skills to
become one.
On the organising team are Future
Leaders president Mark Cecil, St
Ursula’s College 2013 captain
Sophie Ryan, Professor Peter

P ASSION, vision and service are all qualities

SToe _ —

WORKING HARD: Checking out the new video for the Youth Leadership Forum are (from left) Alex Cossu, Sophie Ryan, Meiling

Chow and Brett Rangiira.

Facilitator Sophie Ryan said each speakers would offer a
different perspective on what leadership was and how to
become a good one.
“Peter and | have been working together
and we have very different, but
complementary, ideas on what passion is
all about,” she said.

“Peter is quite passionate about
getting kids to realise there is
support out there and helping them
find it

“I believe the same thing but in a
slightly different way.

“I' want them to believe that not only

is there support out there, but that the

PHOTO: MEGAN MASTERS

He willfocus on how people of all ages can and should be
passionate, as well as encouraging ways to get people
actually doing the things they talk about.

Vision facilitator Mark Cecil said vision was all about
seeing the bigger picture and setting goals.

Meanwhile, Brett Rangiira has been preparing a session
on service, which willinclude looking after yourself just as
much as looking after the communty.

He believes a good leader, through service, creates an
environment in which people flourish.

The group s feeling more confident by the day that this.
year's conference will be a far more refined and interesting
version of last year's, which was hailed a definite success by
attendees.

The conference, designed for high school students in
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Local youth brainstorm
for a better tomorrow

woioed theis epinkont on the
imporast bewd B faoe
T it

The theme quislion posd
ITwas an afteinocs of tomor- b the pouth wis “whal does
o'y Jesders bralnstoiming  Toowoomba need B become
fior ideas that could Jead 0 & moded of peace and harmony
Tonwoombs becoming & bub o e insemationd comey-
iof multicoiuralinn. nity?™
| Around 33 youth and youth Everyone was then split o
Jeadders aged from 15 upreards  groeps o bousce ldeas hack
uitended the youth forem st and forth.
Saurday eecehed “My Clry, Thost who amendsd the
My Dream, My Voice!™, sad  forom wolced sevemal great

i witicly posermially could |
eaky Torwoomby & Besier
place 1o Eve.

Some of the ke gl for-
ward af the meeting Eachuded
Bosisg evends that embvice
multiculiuralism,  Inienaive
e of didferent peli
- 3‘.& 10 poevess culnd

Mark Cecil, 29, mnended the
forum o laiem oo whar dhe
communly's  youth Bad e

30 | Tha Chroniche, Saturday, Febouary 9, 2013 waaaw thichepnicle. com.au

Our Town

Multifaith meeting on Australia Day
Mormmingf* .9 ® 89 ® LA A QL‘UT

tea lifts

spirits

\
A

B y He w [l

Youth forum ideas T . e fure Lt
[ W wigtrd 10 hoar whit LS CAR Pt
| = | « Harmery 2 - « Bociiees on
E wmpﬂ?w“’w Hl:lﬂ :n?:f:rgwfh\- the ) ks wure n wpiriuality every
| haemany. o0t cullies to promesg b COet B2 ERpIIVIRg G Cify, Saturday fulkowoe By 0
| tegeation and appeeciation M7 Ll 1 . . wgetarizn moal
| * Collabenting and work-  of the dd¥ferent cultures in “The overall message e Some of theae atissding the Youth Forum dacans idem. Foor detaiby visit
| g with PCYC to promate  Tocwoomba, | picked wp wal swieness, e inlerizth -
| gheater youth particns- there were some great ideas pat  |y,” he said mitied %0 @ commifer with 3 on bow o make Toowoomba 2 Aarmityorg HAVE FAITHE Losaing the pragers ane {from lef) Venerabin Wy Sheng, John Waller, Taisoo Eim Watson, Sarwan Narman, Syed Ghazaty, Shanielle Shore, Rev Dorothy
| tign. * Upgrade Toowpomba's forward about pabilic mmspoct 71 thiak it st from the  chance of prize money. Better place gave bim hope for ‘Woodsie, lan Mactariane, Rev Jonathan inkpin, Or Frank Heppie and Gwen Currie, Pcturest: CONTTRERITED:
| publin: Iranageet Syabee ard commumity evems S proand up, Sose guys ooeld This meass the ideas pre- S foture.

| = Mare Youth Fadured and 'with quick and relishle shoold be promoted more.® oegaise different forums and  semted last Samundey could =1 think they volced some
| mare group discussiona. ety BasEy e sid the pouth thooght  evenoy ot thelr schonls which  become @ eealiny in the fore,  grea ideas and shoneed grem
of ideas which if volced @ woeld in tem then affecy the and meal chosge woold be  mitagve,” MrCecil mid.

| = Craste more opportuni-  * Turning Bell Stregt Mall dheir wchools weuld cemainly  outside ooommaoning™ made by Toowoomba's yoush  “Thewe Wi Cenuinly prom-
;h“hm"‘“mnﬂ' int o multicoltural Bub by premecs change for the beaee It was alsy memtioned by who anended e that they wiere poing oo fol.
| mrograms. including shogs fram dit- “There wire 4 lew exchang-  chaimperson of the forum, Ally M Cecll commented that  bow thivesgh with the ldoas anc

formed @ socing the youl belsg produc- el That they were aliing

faremd nptions and family oy of gy broem kit in achood  Manel] that idess
et which they will un Insemal-  the mewiog would be sub- e s coming up with idess  about alier the form ™

| = Bports Bs & connector friendly

22 | The Chicnscte, Sacurtay, May 19, 2012 wiews thechreeacl som Bu

Local News
Toowoomba delegates head to Bangkok for religious event

Residents set [iiF
to explore the
power of faith
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To keep the community updated of our All past newsletters are available on our

activities, the Multi-Faith Multicultural website at www.interfaith-harmony.org
Centre publishes a monthly newsletter,

which is also emailed to subscribers.

1o learming about other faiths, .y
“I1's rot Just wbesst worshipping  FAITH CHALLENGE: Preparing 1o hasd ofl on the Intaraational Intsrisith Ssmmit are (freat, iram balt} Jeanilar

nu-,n»ul.u-.mmmmm“m Drieae, Prom left) Cathay Kang, Baery Shaehan,

MANY churchgorrs will know
il ineredible sense of unity that bogedher, bad aloe abaout

wvmies from dogens of people generating nterfalih dialogee,™ d Dowrathy W and Robaerts Gaecia, FICTURT . MDA RUASTE RS
prmy g ingether, bil o groug of shie sl

8 Toowoomta reshilends will “Iihink 100 people praying demsagraphic including many

siin kmew Ehe focking of prpisg. Iogether will hring great peaee migranis and refegres, asd '.

wilh bS00 oilere mrl poviare, Bt B will be mibending the ol wes jusl

Oelegaies from o wide range of  Imporiani éo discuss how weoan one sbep on o paih o 5 mere
Tinrncamb fallbs depart It Ihis prace and harmuny kst Loberanl mommesily,
s m sewtiment refloeted by ihe

inmarrow for & three Ay forever”
Internatbonal Inlrrflllh_mll Tmmlq}vnﬂlwndl pﬂ.lﬂlr\urvl'.,lnlmm
In Ranghek_ Tha iha s the porfoe place

lk\cmnhlc\runrq.nrl.h afficer Roberso Garria said i crewic o madel elty of peace
Padediiisd Pure Land Learning Toowiamba had a unique A Barmaony,



U

0

@ Mepia

PLLCA Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre

Everyons kiamsr - Toowoomba, & Modsl Ciry ol Prace and Harmany

HOME + HEWS EVENTS ARTICLES WIS w PHOTOS + NEWSLETTERS » WOICES OF FAITH «

360 PEACE AND MARMONY

@ Mepia

The Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre also
engages with the wider community both
within and outside of Australia via our

Facebook page, which is regularly updated

with photos of past events. A snapshot of

our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
MMC. Toowoomba is as follows:

Céfif Toowoomba

~ | e ¥ : W QLY

RELIGIONS & FAITHS

Baha'i
Buddhism
Christianity
Confucianism
Hinduism
Islam
Judaism
Sikhism

Tagism

UPCOMING EVENTS

FRl outh Forum - "Me and the Soclal
j:J:I Medla = My Soclal Responsibiliny
2016 B30 am - 30 pm 5t Therssas®

Parigh, 55 Curzon St East

Towwaomba QLD

SAT  Ewploring Values' Workshop

ja.IuL 00 am - 200 prm  Pure Land Learn

6 Ing College Assoclation, Toowoomba

NEWSLETTER

Please subscribe 1o our monthly newsletter to

recene the latest news and updates on upeam-

ing events and activities.

What's New this Week

The sharing topic for this weeks
Saturday Friendship Dinner, 18
June 2016, is "Lowve" by Arsalan
Falarti, Please come and join us
from 500 to &00 pm for a
wonderful vegetarian dinner and engaging conversation.

This week's Voices of Faith broadcast (every Sunday and Tuesday) is now available
in case you missed the original broadcast. Simply select the Voices of Faith menu
option at the top of the page to list all of the previous broadcasts by year; then
select the broadcast youw are Interested in playing.

The Multi-Faith Multiculoural Centre (MMC) of the Pure Land Learning College
Association Inc. (PLLCA) is located in Toowoomba, QLD, Australia, It's goal is to help
establish Toowoomba as a model city of peace and harmony. We wish to preserve
and treasure the distinet features of each ethnicity and culture, With a mind that is
leving, compassionate, and accepting, we can all mutually respect, accept, and
harmonlously treat one another with impartialicy.

When visitors comes to Toowoomba, they will be able to see people of different
colors and ethnicities with their diverse traditions and cultures thriving here as ene
family. This will bring a real awakening to peaple of the world. This awakening is
simply due to misunderstandings caused by a lack of proper communication and
mutual understanding from the past. We were faced with tragedies of conflicts and
even wars that seemingly tock place as a result of different ethnicities, faiths, and
CUStomS,

A snapshot of our website: www.interfaith-harmony.org

'Non-Profit .Organ ization'

Timeline About

Photos

Create Call to Action ||| 1 Liked v W Message v

Reviews Mora «

shotos to the album: 360 Peace and Harmony

e ; . 2. Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre Toowoomba added 11
Invite friends to like this Page

412 post reach |

Exhibition at USQ — in @ Toowoomba, Queensland

2d by Mmic Pllca [7]- March 8 at 4:00pm

‘360 Peace & Harmony' Exhibition

Number of people you can reach
within 4 miles of your business:

55,000 pcopie

Promote Local Business

ABOUT >

L7 o

Date: 1 — 18 March 2016
Venue: USQ Library {Level 3)... See More

dort ¢

Yoz

57 West Street A Save

Toowoomba, Queensiand

(07) 4655 B8OS4

http:fwww.interfaith-har. .. Promote Webslte

PHOTOS >

Free vegetarian food will
pe available.

A snapshot of our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/MMC. Toowoomba
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Historically,
religion came first and science grew out of religion.
Science has never superseded religion,

and it is my expectation that it never will supersede it.

—-Arnold J. Toynbee, Surviving the Future

@ Fartus

FAITHS

Sustainable peace and harmony can
only be built on the solid foundation
of religious education. The word religion in
Chinese is zongjiao. Zong means primary,
important, and to be revered. Jizo means

education, teaching, and transformation.

Muslims greet each other with ‘Assalamualaikum’ which means
‘Peace be upon you'.

There are many Christian @ $ N
reetings: all sharing the peace R |
¢ a?wd blessmgsgof love, the Hinduism
central feature of Christian life. X k 3
One of the common greetings is ; i
‘Peace be with you’. L
Christianity A
Buddhists greet each other ;
with ‘Amituofo’ which means
‘Infinite peace and
compassion’.

Buddhism

Baha'is greet each other
with ‘Allah-u-Abha’, which
means * e
God the All-Glorious’. T
Baha'i i1

Aboriginal
Spirituality

Hindus greet each other with ‘Namaste’,
which means ‘| acknowledge and humbly
share peace and harmony with you’.

Our identity with land is sacred & unique.
We have a very strong sense of community.
All persons matter. All of us belong.
Mirriam-Rose Ungenmerr, Dadirri

Hence, when the Chinese put these two
characters together, it means primary
education, important teaching, and a
transformation to be revered. There are five
elements of a religious education: morality,

virtue, causality, philosophy, and science.

Jains greet each other with both hands folded at the chest level and saying ‘Jai
Jinendra’ meaning ‘Honour to the Sumpreme Jina’.

@ Jews greet each other with ‘Shalom’, which literally
" F means ‘peace’.

] Judaism

; . Sikhs greet each other with ‘Sat Sri
; !
|

Akal’, which means
‘True is the every existing Lord’.

e Sikhism

Taoist greet each other by cupping
. L their left hand over the right in front
. of the chest as is done in prayer

or when paying homage to their
elders and or deities.

Taoism

{

Zoroastrians greet each other with
‘Sahebji’ and raise their right hand
to eye level.

Zoroastrianism
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@ Fartus

_ Peace
Education
Forum

\

Greater Appreciation of Diversity in Faiths and Beliefs Across Multicultural Communities — Everyone

Matters, 19 — 20 September 2013

Peace FEdocation Forum

Forum 2014 - A Community Initiative, Building Bridges, Sharing Humanity: Everyone Matters, 10
October 2014

@ Fartus

Forging a Common Humanity —
A Civic Responsibility,
9-10 October 2015
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@ Fartus

Every faith is encouraged to introduce
their teachings to the community, so as to
bring about opportunities to discuss and
understand each other’s religion. Faith
sharing helps to further facilitate and nur-
ture better understanding of the diversity
in faiths and beliefs.

All faiths are invited to share their com-
monalities and to serve the community

regardless of different ethnicities. This

helps to facilitate communication, elim-

inate prejudices, and promote religious

harmony.

Since 2012, weekly faith dialogues have
been held at the Pure Land Learning
College Association with the aim to share
with the local community the fundamen-
tals and values that each religion teaches.
It has progressed from a single faith
sharing to a bilateral faith sharing, and
subsequently to a trilateral faith sharing.

@ FartHs

QUAKER
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Wialking Meditation led by Venerable Wu Chin and Venerable Kai An at the annual ecumenical evening
at St Theresa’s Parish held on 5 November 2015. These evenings are a chance for various religions, cultures,
and people from all walks of life to come together as one and discuss interfaith dialogue and engagement.

E -" Ty, A
HUMANIST

BUDDHISM AND ISLAM CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

BILATERAL FAITH SHARING ON
INTERFAITH RELATIONS
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@ Fartus

Venerable Master joined faith
and community leaders

at The Parish of St.

Luke to participate in peace
prayers on 21 September 2014

at the International Day of Peace

5 . L

Community Interfaith Dialogue (Level 1) Community Interfaith Dialogue (Level 2)

Workshop, 25 February 2012 Workshop, 20-21 April 2012

@ Fartus

Toowoomba Churches Together is an
ecumenical group consisting of represent-

atives from Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran,

and Uniting churches in Toowoomba.

i | 7

Interfaith Forum: The Road Ahead from Ecumenism to Interfaith, 12 March 2016

Toowoomba Churches Together and the
Pure Land Learning College Association
have jointly organized an annual interfaith

forum since 2014.




@ Fartus

The Toowoomba Interfaith Working Group (TIWG) was launched in 2015 in

Toowoomba.

Its mission is as follows:

* To nourish understanding and coop-
eration among diverse religions and
faiths, and be a visible example of ac-

ceptance and respect between people.

* To promote awareness of the tenets
and beliefs of the diverse faiths in

the Toowoomba region.

2016.

Members of the Toowoomba Interfaith Working Group with Venerable Master Chin Kung on 2 March

To provide opportunities for the com-
munity to participate in interfaith and

community education programs.

To practice, by word and deed, the val-
ues of kindness, compassion, and respect

for the common humanity of all.

To work for peace, harmony, and

goodwill between people of diverse

beliefs.
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Education is of primary importance for self-cultivation to change one’s destiny,

for managing a business and a family,

for building a country and guiding its people,

for creating a society that is courteous and righteous,
for bringing forth social stability and harmony,
for creating wealth and peace for the people, for establishing a glorious era marked by
lasting peace, and even for establishing the lands of Buddhas,

for the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.

Education is essential in building a country and in guiding its people.

Chin Kung
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I earning institutions have an obliga-  and spiritually strong will help students
tion to provide a holistic education,  to be on top of the challenges of modern

which includes imparting values that help  society.

build good moral character. Being morally

LS ; ¥
Venerable Master Chin Kung in a dialogue with Vice Chancellor, Professor Jan Thomas, and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Ken Udas at The University of Southern Queensland (USQ) on 1 March 2016

Venerable Master speaking
on ‘Knowledge, Peace and

Research: The Role of

Contemporary Universities’

Queensland on 8 October
2014

at The University of Southern

Venerable Master presented on ‘Education as a tool for attaining peace and happiness’ at the USQ_Salon on
15 March 2016, while Professor Jan Thomas presented on ‘Commonwealth perspectives on higher educa-
tion and civic capacity’



Mark Creedon, Principal of Darling Heights Primary School, sharing his school as a case study of what is
achievable — a harmonious community where our diverse ethnic groups work cooperatively and in religious
harmony through a common desire, providing the best for our children.

Address by Venerable Master at Darling Heights State School to 200 principals and teachers on the ‘Social
and Moral Responsibilities of an Educator’ on 20 October 2014

Venerable Master in a dialogue with Kathy Bliss, Principal of Holy Name Primary School, and teachers on
13 October 2014

Every year, the Pure Land Learning  to conduct workshops that empower local
College Association provides complimen- ~ community members.

tary workshops, where we invite presenters

Conflict Resolution Workshop, 12,13, and 14 August 201

Lo

b

‘Inclusive Diversity — Inclusive Society’ Workshop, 8 October 2015



The ‘360 Peace and Harmony’ exhibition
promotes practical ways of achieving peace
and harmony. It showcases the wisdom

of ancient Chinese philosophers and the

world’s religions as being ever-relevant,

and how such universal values and con-
cepts can benefit our lives, as well as our

families and communities today.

Compassion, education, kindness,
religious acceptance, and mutual respect
are explored through timeless Chinese
literature, and through the multicultural

and interfaith harmony work in Australia.

360 Peace and Harmony’ exhibition
at The London Mall Galleries, 28
September — 3 October 2015

360 Peace and Harmony’ exhibition at The University of Southern Queensland, 1-18 March 2016
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Knowing the Way and following it properly, the world belongs to everyone.
A meritocracy of virtue and competence is practiced,;
people are trustworthy and everyone can live in harmony with others.
People will thus not only respect and care about their own parents,
but also treat every elderly person the same way;
they will not only protect and teach their own children, but also do the same for others’.
Here comes a peaceful, enjoyable retirement for the elderly,
gainful employment for the abled, healthy growth for the young,
and sufficient support for those who are widowed or orphaned, diseased or disabled.
Men can fulfill their duties and women can have a stable family life.
Nothing is wasted while there is no need to hoard for selfishness.
People are ready to contribute whatever they have without any selfish intention.
'Therefore, there are no plots, no thieves or criminals.
So there is no need for the residents to lock their doors protecting their property,

and that is what we call “a land of the great harmony”.

Calligraphy by Venerable Master Chin Kung
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@ CoMMuUNITY

COMMUNITY

!, I o0 build a gracious, progressive, and

resilient community that serves
humanity, there must be continuous
engagement through dialogues, activities,

and social interactions.

Community outreach includes supporting
the good work of local community groups
and bringing the community together for
a meal to exchange ideas and thoughts.
'This is also a foundation for building rela-

tionships and strengthening trust within

the community, thereby promoting the

values of caring and compassion for each

other.

Networking is given great emphasis.
Continuous effort is made to reach out to
different community and faith groups of
similar interests. An extension is the visit
to regions outside Australia to learn and
share programs. Informal, small groups
chats over coftee are also organized, as this
is effective in getting frank and objective

views.

The Goodwill Committee of Toowoomba was launched in 2012 in Bangkok (left picture)

Faith and community representatives reading the common affirmation for peace and harmony.

@ CoMMmuNITY
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Affirmation for Peace and Harmony
(Goodwill Committee Toowoomba)

We come from many backgrounds

& have journcyed many roads.

We give thanks for these good things of our past.

We rejoice in the first peoples of this land

and their continuing cultures.

We celebrate with aﬁ who have left other nations,
brought their learning and made a home in this place.
Just as the Bunya tree has given life for so many generations,
sar mﬂZ e r}ﬁé‘r ff_lffff’r {Iﬂﬁiﬂjff’ﬁﬂfﬂff

and share smiles of peace and harmony.

We bring many gifts and outlooks.

Wt‘ gi\"t‘ l[li-l"k.'s' ar lhf_'St' g'U‘Ud. [llingS U‘f[ht‘ Pl’i‘.'ﬁt'nl..
We rejoice in the strengths

& the diversity of our 5lared community.

We celebrate our many faiths & stories,

our business & our art.

Just as owr environment gives delight to our Garden City,
so may we scatter seeds q}g understanding,

grow flowers of friendship, plant peace and harvest harmony.

WE ﬁl-ﬁlrﬂ ]'I]HI]}-’ I_]ﬂpfﬁ Hl‘ll'l. flI'EHITIF..

We give thanks for these promises of the future

We rejoice in its possibilities

We re-commit ourselves to the common good.

jﬂ.‘fl’: Fray E’{I}”fffi‘ (j.i"‘?.’f"r_‘:f" fﬂ?ﬂ?’ﬂ?«f-.ﬁfl’if’f geﬂfjfrﬂf/ﬁr :’thf’gi‘ﬂﬂ
Bunya festivals of the past, so may we walk together today
into a more joyful and reconciling world. ]
Honouring our elders and raising up children of hope,

may we be a model city of peace and harmony.
-

Coocieill Conmites
Tooreomita

Goodwill Peace Prayer written by the Goodwill Committee of Toowoomba

(BN NN NN NEENNENNENNENRENEENENENNEEE RN N NN R R EE R RN RN R R R RN R R R R R ERRRERERNNENRRNRRERER R NRRERERERRENRNENNRN]
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@ CoMMuUNITY

Members of the Goodwill Committee of
Toowoomba (GWC) in conversation with Mr Ian
Stewart the Commissioner of Police Queensland

Group photo after the harmony lunch with
faith leaders and the guest speaker, Assistant
Commissioner, Tony Wright, on 19 March 2014

— e
Toowoomba residents showing their support for
multifaith and multicultural harmony at ‘Walk
as One’ on 2 May 2015. The event was organized
by the GWC and hosted by St Luke's Anglican
Church. The peace mural in the background was a
joint project between GWC, Toowoomba Youth
Service, and the First Coat Festival

o gy -
Bishop Cameron Venables (left) chairing the panel
discussion at the Community Leadership Seminar

on ‘Strengthening Social Resilience Through
Leadership’held on 11 December 2015

‘Building Bridges across Diversity’ workshop held on 19 February 2011

@ CoMMmuNITY

Bishop Robert McGuckin, Catholic Bishop of Toowoomba, celebrating Christmas with the community at
the annual Christmas party at Pure Land Learning College Association
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@ CoMMuUNITY

4 . - 8 : _
Welcoming the Chinese New Year with the lion dance and tossing the Yusheng at Pure Land Learning
College Association

'The opening ceremony and flag raising at the Australia Day Celebrations at Pure Land Learning College
Association in 2015 and 2016.

@ CoMMmuNITY

Engagement with The Safer Toowoomba Partnership Committee on 2 October 2014

81



Culture is the soul of a nation;

Education brings life to its culture.

Our youth will be the ones to carry

this peace agenda into the future.
Their involvement will further strengthen
the cause. As part of giving our youth the
opportunity to understand the various
faiths in Australia, the Multi-Faith
Multicultural Centre has organized com-
plimentary Harmony Tours for primary
school students since 2012. Students visit
three places of worship on these days of
learning, with a tour of the places of wor-
ship and a sharing of the faith traditions

and customs.

Learning about the mosque and
Islamic culture at the Kuraby Mosque

. PETAY

e

'These harmony tours aim to give students
a broad overview of the cultural diversity
of Australian society. Students get to

experience first-hand the practices and
beliefs of other faiths.

Check out the short clip at
http://on.tb.me/10OBLMPQ_




Students enjoying a
vegetarian Langgar lunch

at the Brisbane Sikh
Temple

Asking questions about

Buddhism at the Amitabha
Buddhist Association

Youth from grades 9 through 12 went on

a learning journey to explore other faith

traditions and experience their hospitality.

Exposure from this provided the youth
with a greater appreciation of the diverse

faiths and cultures in Toowoomba.

Experiencing walking meditation at Pure Land
Learning College Association

Panel Discussion with Faith Leaders at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral (from right — Father Peter Dorfield,
Bishop Cameron Venables, Venerable Wu Ping,
and Muhammed Haniff)



In the spirit of building friendship among
the youth, the Pure Land Learning
College Association, Young Catholics, and
the Islamic Interfaith and Multicultural
Association took turns hosting youth
gatherings, where young people were able

to meet other youth from different faiths

and enjoy each other’s company.

ey (ol ] * ] e

b/ e v e
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Tabletop Climb hosted by Young Catholics on 15
August 2015

Youth Harmony Dinner hosted by Pure Land
Learning College Association on 20 March 2015

Interfaith Youth Photo Challenge hosted by the
Islamic Interfaith and Multicultural Association

on 28 November 2015

Interfaith Soccer Challenge jointly organised by Young Catholics and the Islamic Interfaith and
Multicultural Association on 25 March 2015

Youth forums have been organized
annually since 2012, so attendees can
share ideas and have a voice in con-
tributing towards this peace journey.
This helps to promote interactions
and a deeper appreciation of the

diverse cultures.

Youth Forum: My City, My Dream, My Vo1ce 1
December 2012

Peace Education UnConference:
Developing a Culture of Peace
through Education — A Youth
Perspective, 17 September 2013
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'The Youth Leadership Conference held on 23 July 2014 challenged the youths of Toowoomba to embrace
their potential to make a difference in the lives of those around them and to embrace their ability to impact
and change the world for the better.

Youth from Toowoomba were
encouraged to pen their aspiration
on 'How I would like to make
Toowoomba into an even better
place?' at the 2015 Toowoomba
Language and Cultural Festival

EPILOGUE

Q. s an old proverb says, ‘Actions speak
louder than words’. The PLLCA

Multi-Faith Multicultural Centre,
together with strong support from faith
and community leaders in Toowoomba, is
offering strategies and a plan of action to-
wards achieving the vision of establishing
Toowoomba as a model city of peace and

harmony.

To this aim, the formation of the Goodwill
Committee of Toowoomba (GWC) and
the Toowoomba Interfaith working Group
(TIWG) is a major step in promoting
awareness of the tenets and beliefs of
the diverse religions and multicultural
communities in Australia and around the

world.

By being inclusive and by helping others
with their good work, we can share our
wisdom, mutually learn from each other,
and become one big family. Making
Toowoomba a model city of peace and
harmony will require the leadership and
guidance from faith and community lead-
ers, as well as from every member of the
Toowoomba community to realize peace
and harmony. Let us use true actions, join
hands together, and help make this vision
a reality.
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BUILDING A MODEL CITY OF
PEACE AND HARMONY IN TOOWOOMBA

-

Building A Model City
of Peace & Harmony
in Toowoomba

TO FIND OUT MORE.. ..

‘ N J ¢ hope that Toowoomba’s model

of peace and harmony will inspire
and encourage people around the world,
and help to turn more and more cities

around the world into model cities of

peace and harmony.

To find out more, please visit our
Website: www.interfaith-harmony.org
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
MMC.Toowoomba, or contact us at
Postal Address: 57 West St, Toowoomba
Queensland 4350, Australia

Email: mfmcc.pllc@gmail.com

Phone: +617 4659 8054
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The Chinese word for “religion” is Zong Jiao ( 5R2X ) .
Zong (7R ) means vital, important and revered.
Jiao ( ) means education, teachings and civilisation.

When combined, Zong Jiao ( 5RZX ) means the vital education,

important teachings and revered transformation of humanity.



